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Cell Phone Tracking Data: Current Results and the Near Future- Luigi Casinelli, PE, PTOE & Smith Siromaskul, PE
Data collection has been moving steadily towards automated processes which create larger and larger pools of information.  One of the emerging technologies is the use of cell phone tracking.  While this technology has been growing in use for ITS implementations, this presentation will discuss its potential uses for engineering or planning studies, which often require more accurate and reliable data than is needed for ITS implementation.  This presentation will also cover validation studies that have been performed in various locations to assess the validity of the data and its potential capabilities for use in traffic planning and engineering as well as next steps required for wide scale implementation.
Measuring the Impact of Accessibility Change on Commercial Property Values: The Case of New Jersey Transit’s Midtown Direct  by Pierre B. Vilain, PHD and Talha Muhammad
Topic Areas: Methodological examination of the relationships of travel efficiency and accessibility gains by mode and transportation users; National, regional and local economic effects of various modes of transportation infrastructure on economic performance.
Transportation improvements generate various benefits for users and non-users. These benefits in turn have been shown to be capitalized in fairly predictable ways into real estate values. A fairly extensive literature has demonstrated convincing evidence of this capitalization effect with respect to residential real estate values (Gibbons and Machin (2005)). Less well understood are the impacts of accessibility change on commercial real estate. In the current analysis, we assess how New Jersey Transit’s Midtown Direct Service affected selected commercial property values in the vicinity of its terminus at Penn Station. Midtown Direct led to 20 to 40 minute time savings for commuters and has been estimated to have led to significant impacts on selected residential values. Our analysis relies on longitudinal commercial real estate values for a sample of 150 properties around Penn Station, a similar comparison group around Grand Central Station and a much larger total sample for the entirety of the New York City office market. 
Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) – Smith Siromaskul, PE
The diverging diamond interchange (DDI) concept is being touted as an alternative that may provide the extra capacity needed while also significantly reducing the amount of space required for implementation.  This presentation will address lessons learned in the design and planning process on projects to date.  The discussion will include issues discovered during design and implementation as well as introducing the concept to skeptical stakeholders.  
The presentation will also cover some of the project locations that have been considered and utilize these as case studies for issues that may complicate implementation.  The presentation will also cover the available before and after data of the initial DDI sites completed during and before 2010.  As the DDI is becoming considered more widely by the engineering community, the presentation will be geared towards providing practitioners with the most up to date information available regarding the DDI covering topics such as operations, design, and safety (accident history).

