Session 1A Abstracts
GIS Asset Management Applications – Chris Cate / Todd Davis, GMB Engineering
Many government agencies are looking for an efficient and cost effective means to identify and prioritize transportation infrastructure needs.  Tools that we as engineers use on a daily basis can be utilized to advance database and asset management applications and streamline processing and retrieval of data between multiple entities.  The purpose of our presentation is to show how the use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) applications can be used to create a user friendly environment that streamlines asset management storage and retrieval.  In the presentation we will give specific project examples of this tool in use, and the challenges and benefits that were encountered.  Please see the enclosed PowerPoint presentation that was given by GMB to URISA’s 5th Caribbean GIS Conference in Trinidad just last week.  The presentation that will be created for the Northeastern District ITE meeting in May 2011 will not be a sales pitch, but rather an informative overview of the tool with specific project examples ending with a summary of benefits and challenges.

Transportation Asset Management – Gregory Dudley, George Washington University
Transportation asset management is a systematic process of operating, maintaining, and upgrading transportation assets cost-effectively.  While several local and state transportation agencies have adopted asset management principles, the practice is still considered to be in its infancy.  Solutions are not one-size-fits-all and there is a lack of detailed implementation strategies to support agency efforts.
 This workshop addresses transportation asset management issues such as data collection and management, system integration, and performance measures.  On-going research of best practices and challenges for implementation of transportation asset management will be discussed.  And, the application of Systems Engineering principles to improve implementation will be explored.  
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]New Jersey Turnpike Authority Condition Assessment and Improvement Program for Guide Signage – Compliance with 2009 MUTCD Requirements – Jim Yeagar, Michael Baker
The new 2009 MUTCD includes requirements for upgrades and modifications to signs aimed at improving safety.  Non-compliance may impact a transportation agency’s ability to collect federal funding for future projects.  This presentation is focused on ground mounted and overhead guide signs.  Baker will use as an example a recently completed project that was performed for the NJTA involving the assessment of the guide signs located along the Turnpike and the GSP.
Specific issues to be addressed include the compliance dates, data collection methodologies (including retro-reflectivity), sign system evaluation including location and spacing, sign design and text, and requirements for the development and implementation of a sign maintenance program.

